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Ocean paddlers will be in full
stroke Sunday with Kanaka
Ikaika, the Molokai-to-Oahu
kayak race, and long-distance
canoe races scheduled in
Hawaiian waters,

Canoe paddlers are gearing
up for the start of the canoe
racing regalta season, which
runs from June 1 through Aug,
2. The regattas feature shori-
distance races around buoys.

On Oahu, Na Ohana O Na
Hui Wa'a holds nine regattas,
beginning June 1 at Kahana
Bay, and the Oahu Hawalian
Canoe Racing Association has
eight regattas, starting June 8.

The Neighbor Island associa-
tions — Maui HCRA, Kauai
HCRA and Moku O Hawaii on
the Big Island — have their
separate regatta schedules, At
season’s end, all will compete
in the HCRA state champion-
ship, Aug. 2, in Hilo Bay.

The first regatta in Hawaii
solely devoted Lo canoe racing
was held on July 22, 1933, at
N on the Big Island
with eight clubs competing.
Outrigger Canoe Club won the
event. The following year 20,
000 spectators watched Kona
triumph. In 1935, Honaunau
won six of eight races.

The Honaunau club disband-
ed in the early '50s and reform-
ed in 1974 as Keoua Honaunau
Canoe Club, one of the smaller
clubs in the state. Calvin Kele-
kolio is its coach.

“We paddle in sacred
waters,” said Honaunau presi-
dent Rafael Ramirez. Its loca-
tion is adjacent to Puu'honua o
Honaunau, the City of Refuge
National Historical Park. The
park is a 180-acre restoration of
a prehistoric Hawaiian sanctu-
ary with sacred temples,
images, platforms and gigantic
slone walls.

Club members paddle their
three fiberglass and one koa
canoe and wind their way
through a channel of rocks in
Kapuwai, a cove with fresh-
waler springs that seep from
the bottom.

“The .area is protected. The
federal government has taken
jurisdiction s0 no new construc-
tion is allowed,” Ramirez said.
The palm-lined bay has only a
few Hawaiian houses, a dirt
road, and Hale Ho'opono
school, an alternative school for
children.

The area is doubly blessed
with government protection

religious history. "It's

ate the two have blended
together to make this a really
unique place in the world in
comparison to where all the
other clubs paddle,” Ramirez
said.

He believes it's the only
place in Hawaii where you can
“be at one with nature when
you paddle.

“You come down here to be
at one with what's already here
— which isn't much,” Ramirez
said. “There's no water foun-
tain, store, electricity or tele-
phone. If you need anything
you gotta bring it with you and
that gives a paddler a lot more
concentration. You have to
have more of a commitment to
paddle down here than to pad-
dle in town.” %




