AS THE CANOE—'rUiNS—Ou"iqger Canoe Club’s junior men’s crew makes the turn ot the beachside flag first en route to
winning the 2-mile race ot yesterday’'s Macfarlane Regatta at Waikiki Beach. Coming in for their turn is Hui Lanakila which

finished second in the race.—Star-Bulletin Photo by Ken Sakamoto.

Outrigger Regains Surf Superiority

By Jack Wyatt

Special to the Star-Bulletin

Outrigger Canoe Club topped
Kailua, 9267, to win its own 10th
Walter Macfarlane Canoe Regat-
ta in the last 13 years yesterday
in the moderate surf 0; Waikiki
Beach.

But the big surprise came with
Kailua's upset victory over previ-
ously unbeaten OCC in the
prestigious men's senior race,

“We've come close to beating
Qutrigger's senior men before
but have never pulled it off
until now,” Kailua steersman
John Puakea said of his biggest
win this year—perhaps ever
since the OCC streak dates back
to the late 1970's.

As Kailua's reward, crew-
names will be engraved on the
historic Walter Macfarlane
Memorial Trophy—said to be the
most beautiful sterling silver
canoe racing prize in the state.

Puakea explained that the 2%:-
mile race was won by catching a

couple swells first and riding
them longer. “Some luck of the
waves was involved,” he said,
“but my crew worked hard.
They were ready for a fast
race.”

KAILUA LED OCC from start,
holding its own on the outbound
power legs and then Elcking up

recious seconds on the surfing
egs

Said OCC’s senior steerman
Keone Downing: “I wanted the
win because my dad (George
Downing) and brother (Kainoa
Downing) have both been on
winning senior crews. Maybe
next year." Kailua finished in
18:59.50, a comfortable 30 sec-
onds ahead of runnerup OCC.

For the team title, fireworks
flew flying between OCC and
Kailua camps. Said unattached
paddler Pat Yamane: "“Both
clubs were tied at two regatta
wins apiece this season going
into this event. You could see
the sparks."

Kailua held an early regatta
lead but lost its advantage when
0CC's adult paddlers began to
pile up points. After 18 of the 31
races, OCC held a nine-point
lead over Kailua and eight races
later, widened that lead to 20
points. Host<club OCC won 13
events; placed second in five and
took two thirds.

“THIS WAS AN especially
ood win for us because we had
ost two regattas in a row to
Kailua,” noted OCC's coach Wal-
ter Guild. Guild ranks the Mac-
farlane Regatta right up there in
prestige with the Oahu and state
championships. “A lot of tradi-
tion here,” he said.

Said Kailua's Pat Erwin, “Our
three disqualifications and a
swamping sure didn't help us.
But you can't take anything
away from Outrigger. ey're
simply a hard club to beat.”

acfarlane women's highlights
included Hui Nalu winning the
freshman race; Hui Lanakila top-

ing the junior competition and

ealani leading the sophomore
event.

“Patsy (Vasquez) had an es
cially great day,” Healani coa’ﬁl.
Gary “Sword” Murakami said.
“She won a major footrace in
the morning (the Freedom 4
Miler) and then stroked our
woman's sophomore crew to a
win in the afternoon.”

While Outrigger and Kailua
dominated Oahu Hawaiian Canoe
Racing Association’s fifth regatta
of the season, three clubs—Hui
Nalu, (50 points); Hui Lanakila
(35 and Healani (33)—staged a
close comﬁemion for third
through fifth.

“These regattas are for prac-
tice and for fun,” OHCRA's
president Joan Malama said, add-
Ing that the real test for crews
come with the Oahu and state
championships in a few weeks.

Lanikai topped OHCRA's “A”
small club division with 19
points.




