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T he grande dames of Oahu's
waters have been racing without
fanfare up to 22% miles every Sunday
this season and anticipate doing more
than 200 miles when distance season
starts next month.

And, instead of slowing down in old
age, these athletes with names such as
Malia and Leilani have seen their mile-
age increase. In their lifetimes—some
spanning 53 years—regatta days have
been stretched to 31 events and inter-
island marathons doubled.

They were not born on Oahu, but
were carefully chosen as 100-year-old
children from the oncedense forests
of the Big Island. This Saturday, these
water warriors will return home to
compete in the Hawaii Canoe Racing
Al i 's state ch ip at
Hilo.

They are the true master athletes of
QOahu whose spirits of the trees from
which they were hewn are very much

The pride of Outrigger Canoe
canoe Leilani. Above, closeup of L
Club’s Hokylele, shown in top. right.

alive . . . They are the koa outrigger
racing canoes.
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In the sport of Hawailan canoe racing,

there are few boats that move through the
water %ne like the Leilani, The fla Phln

utrigger Canoe Club's fleet of rac.
ing canoes, the Leilani glides along like a
hot knife through butter.

She is easily the winningest boat in
Hawaiian canoe racing today and at 53, one
of the oldest koa canoes around.

But her contribution to the sport comes
not as much from her longevity, but from
a sense of adventure. The 1 l&ml is one of

the more
rare in lhe csnoe world.

canoes, somethin,
Few clubs have the money or the desire to

I cut up and rework an old canoe; fewer still

have boats that will emerge with a truly
winning shape.

Today, the Leilani’s sleek 43footlong
patchwork of koa is the Insplrnlon for
canoeing's state-of-the-art “rocket” boats
and an all too familiar snght to the mem-
bers of rival canoe clubs.

They have watched—slack-jawed, envious
and perhaps a little bitter—as Outrigger
paddlers slroked the Leilani to victory
after victory, to two straight Oahu cham-
pionships and a record channel crossing in
the prestigious men's Molokai to Oahu
canoe race. Was it the paddlers or was it
the boat? Shoreside gossips often claimed
it was the latter and that the affluent club
had bought its way to the top by fielding a
Porsche among the Edsels.

Not so, says OCC coach Walter Guild.

“The boat is merely a |nn| that_allows
the paddlers to perform well," says Guild.

Bullt in Kona in 1833, the Leilani was
designed to meet a set of loosely agreed
upon specifications that eventually became
the standard Hawaiian canoe design.

“Along with the Malia (Waikiki Surf
Club's boat) the Leilani was considered to
be the class of the fleet," says Guild. “But
from the mid "50s to 1 the Malia was
considered lD be a slightly better boat.”

In 1968 the Leilani nearly sank during
the Mololm to Oahu canoe race.

The 1966 race is a legend among canoe
paddlers. With swells of 25 feet and 40
mph winds, it was the roughest crossmﬁ
ever attempted. One boat did sink an
several others, including the Leilani,
swamped and could not continue.

“The boat was virtually destroyed,” says
Guild. “The crew dragged it onto the es-
cort boat and bruugh( the pieces home. It
was damaged so badly, that the reople in
charge of the (-lu'h lhuugh! it could not be
reconstructed.”

The Leilani, however, was rebuilt and
raced throughout the 1970s, sa says

Then, beginning in 1960, the Leilani be-
came Rar\ of an experiment in canoe de-
sign that was done “out of love for the
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