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No Clear Favorite
for Paddling Title

Cindy Luis
mwil;;ﬂu}l!mm Writer
e Hawali state cham-
pionsh c for outrigger canoe
ndl:z otnf 1o be a big test
gx e big clubs and an even
gger test for the smaller clubs
tomorrow at Hilo Bay.
the 40 canoe clubs entered
from five Islands in the Hawai-
lan Canoe Racing Association
championships, 25 will be vylnx
for the AAA tide (16 events),
dozen of the AAA clubs will be

 from the two Oahu associations,
- Hui Wa'a and Oahu Hawaiian

. Canoe Racin

~ competitive,

Association, and
seven from the host Big Island’s
Moku O Hawai'i.

The remaining AAA clubs
represent Maui (3), Kauai (2) and
Molokai (1). Six other clubs will
be comgung in AA (71149 and
nine clubs in A (15 and over).

WITH POINTS awarded for
the first eight places out of a
g)tllble 14 entrants, officials say

ere are no favorites in any
division. It is especially true in
Mﬁ' in be
“It's go to very, very

§ said Mary Serrao,
race director for OCHRA and
race secretary for HCRA.

There is big interest in wheth-
er two-time defending state
champ Outrigger Canoe Club
can make it three in a row.
Hanalei women’'s coach David
Goodale readily admits his club's

 motto is: “Beat Outrigger.”

“It will be interesting,” said
Goodale. “We won the states the
last time it was held in Hilo ('82).
But the rules that let you move
up paddlers during the race

have changed so it might be
harder for us to do it this time.

Still, Hanalei, which won the
AA division last year, decided to
“go for it,” according to Goo-
dale. “We could have stayed (in
AA) but we decided that any
crew that qualified would race,
That put us up in the higher
division.”

BESIDES KAUAI champion
Hanalei, OCC's competition with
be from OHCRA rivals Kailua,
Hui Nalu, Healani and Hui
Lanakila, Lokahi from Hui Wa'a,

Maui champ Hawaiian Canoe
Club and Big Island runnerup
Kawaihae.

Kai Opua, the Big Island

champ, is a strong favorite in
the middle division. It's toughest
competition will be from rivals
Kamehameha and Keoua. Lahai-
na and Kihei from Maui and
Oahu's Waikiki Beach Boys and
Lanikai are also AA clubs.

Hui Wa'a champ Ka Mo'i will
not be competing in the state
for the second year in a row.
Coach Rona Kaaekuahiwi said
costs to send all 21 crews that
had qualified would be prohibi-
tive for the Waianae coast club.

At $30 per race, entry fees
would have run Ka Mo'i $630.
Airfare would have been close to
$8,000 with hotel accommoda-
tions another huge expense.

At last year's state race on
Oahu, Ka Mo'i's koa canoe did
not pass inspection by HCRA
officials and was ruled illegal.
The club uses a fiberglass canoe
for Hui Wa'a races but all clubs
must use traditional koa canoes
in state competition.




