Outrigger closes fast to win state canoe title

Consistency helps contribute
to third championship in row
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You had to hand it to Outrigger’s Senior Masters crew, which finished more than 10 seconds ahead of second-place Healani. All
paddiers in the Senior Masters division are at least 45 years old.

Racing yachts blend beauty and power

By Andy Yamaguchi

Advertiser Staff Writer

Even up close, they are quiet as the
wind.

Then you look up — and up — at their
10-story-high masts, the sails so vast each
could roof a five-bedroom house.

And you feel their power.

“People see these boats from shore and
‘Oh, what a pretty sailboat.” They
can't imagine the power in these things,”
said a bearded old salt watching them yes-
terday.

Forty-eight of these million-dollar wind

machines zigged and zagged on the blue
waters off Waikiki yesterday in the first
event of the Kenwood Cup yacht racing
series. .

It was known as the Pan Am Clipper
Cup before corporate sponsorship changed
hands.

The Kenwood Cup is one of five events
on the World Cup circuit stretching from
Australia to Italy. It consists of five races:
three 27-mile triangle races, an Oahu-to-
Maui race and a race around the state,

The first of the triangle races was held
in moderate conditions yesterday. Sorcery,
an 82-foot “maxi” from California, had the

best elapsed time (3 hours, 23 minutes, 48
seconds) but Mad Max of New Zealand
had the best corrected time under the
complex handicap system. It's corrected
time that counts.

New Zealand boats swepl the first three
places; they are the favorites.

Space-age sailcloth harnesses the wind.

Every boat has two-toned sails. The
copper-colored panels are Kevlar, a syn-
thetic that is pound-for-pound stronger
than steel (and costs $9 a yard). The white

See Kenwood on Page D-3
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By Stephen Tsai

Advertiver Staff Writer

HILO — The OQutrigger
Canoe Club overcame a slow
start, dreary weather and chal-
lenges from Neighbor Island
teams to win its third consecu-
tive Hawaiian Canoe Racing

| Association state championship

yesterday at Hilo Bay.

Qutrigger, which was in sec-
ond place at the halfway point,
finished the 30-race program
with 186 points. Kailua was
second with 149 and Hui Nalu
third with 94.

The outcome, OCC's first-year
coach Walter Guild said, was
satisfying, particularly because
it came on the heels of his
club’s unbeaten season in 1985.

“After the year that we had
last year, everybody kind of
expected us to show up and
win,” Guild said. “The competi-
tion in the sport is just getting
too good to do that. It takes
everybody's best effort.

“I feel when we win a regat-
ta like this, we've really earned

it.

Early in the regatta, it seem-
ed OCC's best was not enough.
0OCC, which traditionally starts
slowly, trailed Kailua, 76-74,
after 15 events.

But Outrigger won seven of
the next nine races, including
surprise victories in the men's
and women's open-4 races, to
take a lead it never relinquish-
ed.

Qutrigger won 11 events and
took five seconds and four
thirds

““The key to winning the
state is not necessarily to go
out and do some magnificant
performance,” Guild said. “It's
more of a consistent perform-
ance. There are a lot of good
crews throughout the state and

you're not going to be able to
go out and win all of the races.
But the ones you don't win,
you've got to place in. You've
got to bring in points consist-
ently all day long.”

Outrigger was not short of
manpower. OCC entered crews
in 28 races, the most by any
club except Kailua. And it gain-
ed extra paddlers by digging
into its recent past. Consider:

® Aka Hemmings, an inactive
member the last few years,
steered Outrigger's junior men
to victory and the sophomore
crew to third place, its highest
finish of the season.

® Ed Pickering, Bill Bright
and Marc Haine, all of whom
paddled sparingly this season,
teamed with steersman Tom

See Late on Page D-10

Ishii wins third
Japan golf title

TOKYO — Pearl Coun-
try Club pro David Ishii
shot a final-round even-
72 Sunday to claim
,000 Niigata Open
Golf Tournament.

The victory was Ishii's
second this year and third
on the Japan PGA Tour.
He won the Chunichi
Crowns International in
May and the Tohoku Clas-
sic last year

Ishii finished the 72-hole
tournament at the 6,
meter Nagaoka Country
Club with a 12-under-par
276 total. Other details
were not available




