By Cindy Luis

Star-Bulletin Writer

HILO—From the way Hanalei
Canoe Club was screaming from
the shores of Hilo Bay Saturday,
one would have thought they
had won the state championship.

All the cheering was JUST for
the prestigious senior men's
race, the last of the 30 events of
the Hawailan Canoe Racing As-
soclation regatta. It was also
only the second win of the &
hlol:’rlong event for the Kaual
club.

But, as assistant coach Kawika
Goodale said after ugaettlng Out-
r_llﬁser Canoe Club's seniors:
4 race WAS the regatta for
us.”

That was the feeling for most
of the 40 clubs from five islands
Salurdar. To win any race was a
major victory to be celebrated in
its own right.

“To do the best you can in
each race is the goal," said
Hawaiian Canoe Club coach Kahi
Sindiong. “You never know who
the competition really is. There
are 13 other crews out there
that could beat you so you just
have to do the best you can.”

The Maui-based club won the
first two events of the day (boys
12 and girls 12) to earn a quick
20 points and the early lead.
Hawaiian eventually finished
fourth behind Oahu clubs Out-
rigger, Kailua and Hui Nalu for
the overall bigclub (15-and-over
crews) championship.

OCC WON ITS THIRD straight
state title with 186 points. Kai-
Jua, which had beaten Outrigger
three times during the regular
season, saw its upset bid fall
short with 149 points. Hui Nalu
finished with 94, Hawaiian with

“We could have raced with
fewer crews and entered the
smaller division,” said Sindiong
who entered 16 events. “But
gveryone earned the right to be
ere."

Hawaiian would have had a
ﬁood chance at winning the AA
ivision (7-14 crews) with its im-
pressive start. The title went to
the Big Island’s Kai Opua with
41 points followed by Lanikai of
Oahéx at 33 and Lahaina of Maui
at 18.

Kai E Hitu of the Big Island
won the AAA (18 crews) title
with 28 points. Oahu’s Waimana-
lo and Maui's Na Kai Ewalu each
scored 17. Napili of Kauai and
Anuenue of Oahu, the latter
which only entered two races,
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Competing Was Biggest
Victory at State Regatta

finished next with 12 points.

Kal E Hitu may have lacked In
numbers but the club wasn't
short on enthusiasm. After their
women's novice B finished
strong in the quarter-mile race
over Outrigger, the celebratin
went on long after the crew ha
thrown their paddles into the air
and taken a victory dip in the
chilly waters of Hilo Bay.

“We just worked hard and
dedicated ourselves to paddling,”
said stroke Carlene Thompson.
“The Kimitete family invited us
to dpaddle with them this year
and we committed ourselves to
doing the best we could as first-
time paddlers.”

FOUR OF THE women had
just returned Friday from Tahiti,
where they had been part of a
Hawaii crew that took fourth at
the World Sprint Championships
for canoe racing. Thompson felt
that experience hel to win
the event as did having seven

le in the canoe.

“We had a little advantage
there,” she said. "Helen (Shorey)
just told us she was Fregnant."

Other highlights of the day in-

cluded:

® Kamehameha's vaunted
men’s sophomore crew winning
twice, first over Hanalel by five
seconds in the 1%-mile race,
then over a protest. The Hilo
crew had raced “unofficially” a
few weeks ago against Kal
seniors, which should have
classified Kamehameha as a sen-
for crew. Officlals ruled to let
the victory stand.

® Kailua's 18 5Irls crew finish-
ing off an undefeated season
with an eightsecond win in the
Y%-mile event.

® Outrigger's Haine family
going back to Oahu with three
gold medals and one silver.

Mom Marilyn won with her
senjor masters crew (45-and-
over). Son Marc, an OCC assist-
ant coach competing for the
first time this year after back
surgery, was victorious in the
men's open four; and daughter
Kisi was a member of the win-
ning women's open four,

Marc's bride of five months,
Sandra, missed out on the gold
by .53 seconds in the senior
women's, won by Hui Nalu,
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