Canoe Paddlers Launch
Distance Season Sunday

By Cindy Luis
Star-Bulletin Writer

The 18th annual Duke Kahana-
moku Races Sunday kick off
what most serious outrigger
canoe paddlers consider “the
real season"—that of distance
paddling. “Regattas aren't the
challenge that long distance
races are,” said race codirector
John Hawkins. “In distance, it's
more precision Paddllng. You be-
come one with the canoe.

“In distance, there's alwais
time to make up for a mistake
in judgment. A regatta race is
too short to do that.” .

Hui Lanakila is the defending
men's champion in the 22-mile
race that starts at 8 am. at
Magic Island and ends at Kailua
Beach. Some 30 crews of nine
men each are expected to enter.

While the men's race will use
relief paddlers making open-
water changes, the women’s
figured race from Kailua Beach
around Mokolea and Popeia

lands back to the beach will be
done “ironman” (same six pad-
dlers the entire six-mile dis-
tance).

DEFENDING WOMEN'S OPEN
champ Outrigger Canoe Club is
sending a crew to participate in
this weekend’'s 26-mile Catalina-
to-Newport (Calif.) race but still
figures to have a strong crew
entered here. A big challenge is
expected from Kailua Canoe
Club, which has five canoes
entered. Sponsoring Lanikal
Canoe Club won last year's mas-
ters’ division.

Sunday’s races are sanctioned
by Oahu Hawaiian Canoe Racing
Association and open to all rac-
lnﬁauociations.

uli Wa‘a opened its long dis-
tance season last Sunday with
the Sarah Kapua Races off
Waimanalo. Lokahi A won the
men’'s race from Waimanalo to
Rabbit Island to Lanikai and re-
turn. The women's race from
Waimanalo to Lanikal and re-

is- turn was won by Ka Mo'i.




