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OCC Favored as Women
Take On Molokai Channel

By Jack Wyatt
Special to the Star-Bulletin

Tomorrow's Na Wahine O Ke Kai Molokai-to-
Oahu canoe race is more than women proving that
they, like men, can conquer the sometimes tempes-
tuous Kaiwi Channel. Female crews have success-
fully raced from the Friendly Isle six times before.

e contest is also more than a demonstration
of Hawaiian heritage. “We'll have our pre-race
blessing, chants and probably some ti leaf wav-
ing,” race director Hannie Anderson said, “but
we'll also have some of the best outrigger canoe
racing in Hawaii.”

WITH 19 ENTHUSIASTIC and talented 12-women
crews, the 40.8-mile contest is a showpiece of
women's paddling.

“Among the crews are some of the world's fin-
est paddlers. These women are serious about win-
ning," Anderson added.

The race begins from Molokai's desolate Hale O
Lono Harbor at 7 am. and ends at Waikiki's
spectator-packed Fort DeRussy Beach after 1 p.m.

e fleet includes 10 crews from Oahu; three from
Maui, and one each from Kona, Kauai, California,
Illinois, Tahiti and Canada.

Two-time defending champ Outrigger Canoe
Club, winner of four of Na Wahine O Ke Kai's six
races, is heavily favored to repeat. “We should do
well if the waves are big and we can surf,” OCC's
Traci Phillips said, “otherwise, we're going to have
big trouble with Off Shore (Calif.) and the Illinois
Brigade.”

THE ILLINOIS BRIGADE consists of 12 well-
conditioned marathon canoe paddlers, who, inter-
estingly, are from all parts of the United States
except Illinois!

“We have to be realistic about our chances (of
winning).. We're just rookies out there,” Brigade
steerman Anne Rudquist admitted

Added Brigade's coach, Mike Fries, “First time
my girls stepped into a Hawaiian out;i(fger was
early this week. They've never paddled beyond
Diamond Head.”

While Hawaiian outriggers measure about 40
feet, weigh 400 pounds and carry six people, Bri-
gade’s marathon canoes are 18% feet, weigh 30
pounds and race with a crew of two.

“A different s{)ort entirely,” Brigade's Beth
Schluter said, noting that even the paddles are
dissimilar.

OCC’S PHILLIPS REMARKED that the Brigade
gaddlers are very fit and given, flat water, they’'ll
e tough to beat. “They've qot the physical
strength and stamina but they lack big wave ex-
perience,” said Phillips, a three-time Hawaii rac-
quetball champ-turned-paddler.

Phillips, a member of the U.S. National kayak
team, is also high on Off Shore’s talent. “That
crew is loaded with big strong kayakers, several of
them world class,” she said.

Sweden's Agneta Andersson, winner of two gold
and a silver medal at the Los Angeles Olympics in
kayaking, is Off Shore's top gun.

Hawaii Kai's Hui Nalu, Molokai race winner in
198283, is also ranked as a team to watch. “We've
practiced hard and I think we're ready for a good
race,” Hui Nalu steersman Denise Darval said. Dar-
val steered Hui Nalu to its two previous wins.

Outrigger set the course record, a six-hour, 12-
minute and 11-second effort, two years ago.

Each team will field 12 paddlers, six in the
canoe at any one time.

Noted Brigade's Rudquist, “The crew changes in
the open ocean are a procedure we're not use to.
At least your water is warm compared to what we
have at home.’

The public is invited to cheer the crews as they
arrive at the Fort DeRussy Beach finish.




