California Club |

Wins Wahines’
Channel Race

By Jack Wyatt
Special to the Star-Bulletin

In winning yesterday's Na Wahine O Ke Kai
Molokai-Oahu Race, Offshore Canoe Club’s Mindy
Clark pulled out all smFs.

For starters, the California steerswoman helped sign
on the strongest and most talented female athletes
ever to stroke a paddle in Hawaii. “We had some
excey 1 women, plus depth,” Clark said.

For a boat, the veteran of seven Molokai races
borrowed Outrigger Canoe Club’s sleek fiberglass
Onipa‘a. “It's red and white—our club colors,” she
noted. And to psych out her competition, Clark wore
a colorful OCC visor.

OFFSHORE, IN A BOLD move just minutes after at
the start, took command, sprinting away from favored
Outrigger and other Island teams like it owned the
course. “Just testing the waters,” Clark recalled.

Eighteen crews, 10 from Oahu; three from Maui and
one each from Kona, Kauai, Illinois, California and
Tahiti competed in the 40.8-mile race, that began at

Molokai’s Hale O Lono Harbor and finished at Wai-
kiki's Ft. DeRussy Beach. Each team had a crew of 12
paddlers, six of whom were in the boat at any given
time.

I knew we had a top creu—probablr our best
ever. | wasn't about to let another club slip away at
the start,” said the happy Clark after steering Off-
shore to its first Molokal win in seven tries.
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OFFSHOIVIE ON PACE—California’s Offshore Canoe Club paddlers, escorted by a fast-moving porpoise, stroke toward a victorious finish in
yesterday’s Na Wahine O Ke Kai race from Molokai to Oahu.—Star-Bulletin Photo by Mike Tsukamoto.




