Mainland Paddlers Win
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Offshore took a slight south-
ern course toward Oahu, while
Outrigger and the Illinois Bri-
gade steered one more direct.

Calm waters, which favored
brute paddling strength over
wave-riding finesse, turned the
;iace into a test of the physically

t:

Offshore, with world- and
national-class kayakers among its
crew members, and the runner-
up lllinois Brigade, consisting of
nationally-ranked marathon
canoeists, both looked fresh and
fit at the finish.

Said OCC’s Traci Phillips, “No
way could we surf on those
small swells. The flat water
proved perfect conditions for
strong Mainland crews.”

OFFSHORE FINISHED in a
non-record time of six hours, 31
minutes and four seconds, fol-
lowed 17 minutes later by the
Illinois Brigade in 6:48.57. “Hard-
ly a photo finish,” said disap-
pointed spectator Mel Watson.

Outrigger placed third in
7:02.23, followed by Hawaii Kai's
Hui Nalu (7:12.46) and Kona’'s Kai
Opua (7:18.23).

The 6:12.11 course record was
set by OCC two years ago.

Said OCC steerswornt2an Mary
Franco of the Mainland sweep,
“The channel was flat, the
smoothest I've ever seen. But
that's racing. What the Mainland
teams did was good for our
sport. It'll make us (Island clubs)
work that much harder.”

Agneta Andersson and Su-
sanne Wiberg, two Swedish
Olympic kayakers experiencing
their first attempt at Hawaiian
outrigger canoe racing, were
among Offshore’s stronger pad-
dlers.

“Our kayak heats are only two
minutes long. This race was long
and hard but very exciting,” said
Andersson, winner of two gold
medals and one silver at the Los
Angeles Olympics. Wiberg, an
Olympic silver medalist said the
canoe trek was “a memorable
experience. I have several small
blisters to prove it.”

FOR OFFSHORE'S Julie
Leach, yesterday’s paddle was a
snap when compared to the
Molokai-Oahu kayak race she
won earlier this year.

“Never saw the water so
calm,” she said. “Our team depth
won this race for us.”

Leach, a 1976 Olympic kayak-
er, also is an accomplished
triathlete, having won the
women’s division of the Bud
Light Ironman Triathlon at Kona
four years ago.

Illinois Brigade Coach Mike
Fries said his team’s second-
place finish was beyond expecta-
tions. “Considering it's our first
try at the channel, I'm elated.”
he said.

Fries admitted, however, that
Offshore was in a class by it'self.
“When my girls passed favored
Outrigger and then opened up
on dthem. my day was made,” he
said.

Teams were still finishing
three hours after the winner.




