Wahines
Overcame
‘Elements’

By Cindy Luis

Star-Bulletin Writer

Yesterday's seventh Na Wa.
hine O Ke Kai women's canoe
race from Molokai to Oahu near-
ly became an unscheduled biath-
lon. With torrential rains partial-
ly washing out the access road
from Maunaloa Highway to Hale
O Lono Harbor, organizers con-
sidered having the paddlers
make the nine-mile trek to the
race start on foot.

Through the efforts of volun-
teer “road pavers,” who poured
cinders on a 30-foot stretch of
washed-out road, and undaunted
bus drivers, who plowed through
the mud, the racers took a slip-
pery ride to their canoes and
were able to started the race an
hour and 45 minutes later than
scheduled.

At least the race got to start,
something that didn't happen
for paddlers six years ago.

“I'M PROUD THAT we solved
the problem and were able to
get everyone down here safely,”
said race director Hannie Ander-
son. “We never even considered
canceling the race. We knew
we'd have a race, even if it
meant starting after dark.

“This is another first for Na
Wahine. The men have never
had to deal with this situation.
Of course, they've never cancel-
led a race, either.”

Whereas that 1980 race was
never run due to high seas and
strong winds, yesterday's event
was held under fairly flat condi-
tions. Predicted Lahaina Canoe
Club's Anne Hogan Perry: “With-
out waves, the home-court condi-
tion has just been taken away
from Hawaii teams.”

True to her prognostication,
non-Hawaii crews dominated the
race, the trio taking three of the
top six spots.

OFFSHORE OF Newport
Beach, Calif., ran away from the
field early to finish in six hours,
31 minutes, 4 seconds, becoming
the first club other than Outrig-
ger and Hui Nalu to win.

To Perry, who was on Outrig-
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in 1979 and 1981, the 1980 non-
race left a garp. “I'll never forget
winning the first race because it
was the first time it had ever
been done,” said Perry, who has
lived on Maui for two years.
“There was this empty feeling of
leaving something incomplete,
unfinished.”

Waikiki Surf Club Coach
Luana Froiseth was also experi-
encing an empty feeling, for
another reason. Until yesterday,
she and two other Surf Club
members had finished every
Molokai race, including the unof-
ficial 1975 crossing by Healani
and Onipa‘a (made up of women
from four clubs).

Now only Froiseth and Glenell
Kaio hold that honor. The pair
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Lvana Froiseth (left) and Glenell Kaio...perfect record.

raced across the Kaiwi Channel
for an unprecedented eighth
time, having left their beloved
53-year-old koa canoe, Malia, on
Oahu.

“I KNOW I'LL regret the deci-
sion the rest of my life,” said
Froiseth before the race, Waikiki
Surf Club did not race Malia,
opting instead for the fiberglass

ealiipuaimoku, which is named
after Froiseth’s mother Moku

It was the first time Malia has
missed a women’s crossing and
she has done all but one of the
men's channel races since the
event began in 1952.

“It was a shock to a lot of
people that she did not come to
race,” said Froiseth. “Hannie
even called me up to ask if we
had missed the barge Wednes-
day when she didn't see Malia
on it.

“It was a hard decision. The
girls wanted to see how we
could do in the glass. I'll never
make that decision again.”

Waikiki Surf Club, which com-
bined with Anuenue Canoe Club,
hulied (turned over) an hour into
the race but finished 15th in the
field of 18.

FROISETH WAS born the
same vear serious talk of
women'’s channel race began,
1954. Anona Napoleon was a
teen-ager paddling for Surf Club
then. Yesterday she was one of
two steerswomen for the win-
ning Kailua Canoe Club masters’
crew, the first time a 35and-
older division has been offered.

“It's always a challenge,” said
Napoleon of her sixth crossing.
One of two Anuenue members
on Kailua's crew, Napoleon said
the important thing was not win-
ning, but “to paddle across and
finish is enougﬁf'

Winning at least one more

time before retiring is Denise
Darval's goal. The Hui Nalu
steerswoman, part of the chan-
nel champions in 1982 and '83,
was a close second in this year's
Molokai-to-Oahu kayak race.

“I think I'd rather compete in
kayaks but I've done the canoe
race every year,” she said.
“Every year 1 say, ‘This is the
last time.' But I want to keep
paddling and not doing the last
race of the year is like starting
something without finishing it.

“Of course, I'd like to go out a
winner."”

YESTERDAY WASNT Darval
and Hui Nalu's turn.

Five hours after starting the
race, the Californians were sur-
rounded by a school of porpoise.

It was a royal escort, blessed
by a brief shower, for the soon-
to-be-crowned champions. With
the finish-line buoy off Ft. De-
Russy in sight, and second-place
Illinois Brigade behind and bare-
ly in sight at Diamond Head
buoy, Offshore maintained its
strong 72-strokes-per-minute
pace.
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FREE PUPUS, TUES., SEPT. 30

BBQ CHICKEN
SPECIAL HOUSE PUPUS DAILY
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REPLACEMENT OF

tion of all brake

brakes.
Call for an appointment please.

TOYOTA FRONT DISC BRAKES
& BRAKE INSPECTION SERVICE .

1] i
*INCLUDES: Replacement of worn GOST e
disc pads (disc brake cars). Inspec- :
lining, wheel A
cylinders and/or calipers, hydraulic FOR ONLY
lines and hoses. Check brake booster
operation. Replenishment of brake
fluid as needed. Adjustment of
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Effective 10/1-10/31/86 at the ln.ﬂlowmq locations:
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