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OCC Recaptures
Channel Crown

Continued from Page C-1
5:36.29 followed by Imua (5:38:56)
and Off Shore (5:41:29)

Defending champ Illinois was
a “disappointed” sixth in 5:45:01,
“We just mever got it going,
said Mike Fries, whose crews
took a straightline course to
Diamond Head. “We had three
new paddlers, a new steersman
and we just never got the combi-
nations (of paddlers) working
like last year.

“There was all this talk of
these all-star crews here, but
Outrigger has what it takes. And
that's pulling on the paddle with
desire and doing it better than
anyone else today.”

AGREEING WAS Gib Bintliff,
who has paddled with Imua
after being cut by Outrigger two
years ago. “I have no hard feel-

said Bintliff, a member of
oC winning crews in '83 and
'84. “Today, Outrigger was the
better team. They took a gamble
and it worked. I'm just disap-
pointed that we didn't do bet-
ter."

Bi

ntliff also mentioned the
“allstar” factor. “You notice that
every time a non-Hawaii team
wins the channel, it only makes

the Hawaii teams train harder,”
he said. “After Off Shore won in
'82, Outrigger came back with a
record time (5:18:19) in '83. After
losing last year (OCC was sev-
enth overall and the fourth Ha-
waii crew), they came right back
with this year’s effort.”

While Bintliff trains with
Imua for the two weeks prior to
the channel, two former Outrig-

er paddlers—Kevin Olds and

ark Sandvold—are living in
California and paddling for Off
Shore,

“1 thought we had a real com-

etitive team,” said Olds, a mem-

er of the US. national kayak
team. “We were in the lead with
Tahiti, then we fell back by two

at lengths. Then we had a
combination that didn't work
and we were 34 boats back. We
never caught up again.”

The way Oulrlﬁ er was pad-
dling, no one could catch them
after they hit their “home"
waters from Koko Head on.
Veteran steersman Tom Conner
could have paddled the course
blindfolded for the amount of
water time he'’s put in between
Maunalua and OCC beach.

CONNER TOOK the inside line

END IN SIGHT—The

Outrigger Canoe Club crew strokes toward Ft. DeRussy finish line yesterd:

during the 40.8-mile Bankoh

Moloka'i Hoe competition. Seeded fifth, OCC surprised an international field with its 11th win in the prestigious event, finishing
in @ non-record 5 hours, 27 minutes and 45 seconds.—Star-Bulletin Photo by Mike Tsukamoto.

off Diamond Head, using the
gentle surf to glide past a flotilla
of Outrigger fans in canoes and
surfskis. Flirting with the waves,
he skirted in close enough to
hear the cheers from the Outrig-
er club house and beach before
eading the fiberglass Onipa‘a in

for even more cheers at the Ft.
DeRussy finish.

“Physically, this is the strong-
est crew ['ve been associated
with,” said OCC Coach Walter
Guild, winning his fourth Kaiwi
Channel race in eight crossings.
“They may not have the water

time that some of the paddlers
we cut do, but this was the kind
of race that the water experi-
ence didn't count as much.”

The relatively small swells
negated any edge the Hawaii
crews may have had in open-
ocean steering. After Outrigger,

the next Hawaii crew was sev-
enth—Hanalei of Kauai.

Even the koa division was won
by a non-Hawaiian team, Tahiti
r‘fé». 2, which finished 10th over-
all, 5:51:37. The first Masters
(over-35) crew across was Hanalei
Masters, 19th overall, 6:08:55.



