Cost_prohibits crews from participating

Ka Mo is out of state regatta

By Stephen Tsai

Adeertiser Staff Writer

Ka Mo'i Canoe Club, which won the Hui
Wa'a Association championship two weeks
ago, will not be participating in Saturday’s
state championship regatta in Hilo, Ka
Dl/lo'i coach Rona Kaaekuahiwi said yester-
day.

Kaaekuahiwi said Ka Mo'i, a 165-mem-
ber club from Waianae, cannot afford to
send its qualifying crews to Hilo.

“I think you have to understand where
we come from,” Kaaekuahiwi said. “We're
not well-to-do on this side of the island.
. . . We're like the USFL."

Kaaekuahiwi said his club qualified 21

crews in the state regatta. He said it
would cost $7,400 “in airfare alone” to
send them to Hilo,

That total, Kaaekuahiwi said, does not
include the race fees of $30 per crew.
“Right now, we couldn't afford that,” he
said.

Kaaekuahiwi traced the problem to his
club’s poor start. At the beginning of the
season, he expected eight to 10 crews to
qualify for the state race. He said the club
would have been able to send that many.

But Ka Mo'i rallied in the second half of
the regatta season and the number of
qualifiers swelled to 21.

“When we finally figured out our costs

b

)
— Wow! — we went into financial shock‘
Kaaekuahiwi said. “The cost just went out
of hand. We weren't prepared to send that
much.” p

He said club members also decided
against sending a limited amount of crews.

“It's too bad,” he said. “I guess next
Ume we have to think of our finances ‘at
the beginning.”

This is the second year in a row Ka Mo'‘i
failed to compete in the state regatta. Ka
Mo'i scratched last year when its boat was
ruled to be too narrow in the bow -and
stern. ‘

Outrigger Canoe Club is the two-tim
defending state champion.




