Is Hawaii
paddling’s
top spot?

By Cindy Luis

Star-Bulletin writer

The ocean has been a two-faced
friend for many Hawaii kayak, surf-
ski, and canoe paddlers. While the
conditions and weather afford
year-round training, there is a 2,600-
mile wall of water between here and
the coaching and facilities needed to
become world-class.

Paddlers such Hui Nalu's Mike
Harbold and Outrigger’s Traci Phil-
lips and Kevin Olds have broken
down the barrier but at the expense
of changing their home of record to
California. That may soon change
with if plans for a national<caliber
training camp based here come to
fruition.

“That’s why I'm here,” said Califor-
nia Offshore’s Billy Whitford, who
doubles as the western region direc-
tor of the national canoe/kayak or-
ganization. “Hawaii have become
known nationally and international-
ly for its potential in paddling. We
want to establish a training program
outside of outrigger paddling for
kayaks and canoes.”

The first step is interest, which is
something this weekend'’s Steinlager
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NEW CANOE—Outrigger’s, from left, Traci Phillips, Kevin Olds, and
Marshall Rosa show off a new three-person cance.

Hawaiian Canoe Kayak Champion-
ship on the Ala Wai Canal is expec-
ted to draw. Some 100 of the top
paddlers from Hawaii, Tahiti, the
mainland and Europe will be com-
peting in a series of short-distance,
flat water races.

“The variety of craft at the two
distances should generate the inter-
est and attention that will lead up to
next year’'s World Sprints here,” said
canoe builder Walter Guild, who
helped initiate the event.

Guild has designed a three-man
fiberglass outrigger canoe, a scaled-
down Hawaiian Class Racer six-man
canoe, for the races. In addition, K-1s
(single kayaks), one-man Tahitian-
style lagoon canoes and surfskis will
be competing in open and junior
(18-and-under) 250- and 500-meter
sprints.

Four 30-foot-wide lanes will be
marked off on the canal with the
starting lines off Olohana Street for
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