
HAWAIIAN CANOE RACING ASSOCIATION 

RACE RULES 

(As amended, May 13, 1968) 

I. EVENTS 

. . 

A. OFFICIAL ORDER AND DISTANCE - ALL POINT RACES 

1. Boys (6) 13 years and under ................................ 
2. Boys (6) 14 years and under ................................ 
3. Women Novice (6) ...••••...•.••.••....•••.•.••.••••.••.•.••. 

4. ~1en Novice (6) ............................................. . 

5. ' Boys (6) 16 years and under ...•••••.••••••••..••••••••..... 

6. Wonen Freshmen (6) ......................................... . 

7. Wom2Il Junior (6) ............................................ . 

8. Jt:nior Men (6) .................•.•......................... 

9. ~Jore.en Senior (6) ............... • ........................... . 

10. Senior Men (6) ...................•...........•............. 

11. · }1en ( 6) 18 years and under " .................................. 
12. F.r.~~hmen Men (6) 

B. SCORIUG OF RACES 

1. First ....................... 5 points 

2. Second ...................... 3 points 

3. Third ....................... 2 points 

4. Fourth ...................... 1 point 
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II. CLASSIFICATION 

A. Senior: 

B. Junior: 

· C. Freshmen: 

D. Boys 18 & unde'.L"..: 

E. Boys 16 & under: 

F. Boys 14 & under: 

G. Boys 13 & under: 

\">' 
H. Novice: 

III. ELIGIBILITY 

A. CLUBS 

Open to any male or female. 

Open to any male or female who has not paddled in 
a senior race. 

or fem:i.le 

Open to any male who has not paddled in a junior 
• A or senior race. 

Open to any boy who has not paddled in a freshmen, 
junior or senior race and who has not reached his 
19th birthday on the 1st day of the calendar year. 

Open to any boy who has not paddled in a 17, 18 and 
under, freshman, junior or senior race and who has not 
reached his 17th birthday on the 1st day of the 
calendar year. 

Open to any boy who has not paddled in a 15, 16, 17, 
18, freshman, junior or senior race and has not reached 
his 15th birthday on the 1st day of the calendar year. 

Open to any boy who has not paddled in a 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, freshman, junior or senior race and has not reached 
his 14th birthday on the 1st day of the calendar year. 

Open to any male or female who has not participated in 
a 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, freshman, junior or senior race. 

Except for sanctioned races held in the surf, all first 
place winners in this classification shall no longer 
be eligible to paddle in a novice crew after the 
close of the season. 

1. Any member club of the HCRA who is in good standing and has complied 
with the registration rule (Rule IV) shall be eligible to compete in 
regattas sponsored or sanctioned by this association. 

B. PADDLERS 

1. A male or female paddler who is a member of a recognized HCRA club is 
eligible to participate, subject to the classification and registration 
rules. (Rules II and IV). 
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C. ENTRANCE FEES 

1. EXCEPT FOR THE SPONSORING CLUB, there shall be an entrance fee of fifty 
cents per participating paddler, per race, per regatta, sponsored and/or 
sanctioned by the HCRA and scheduled in the official list of events for 
each calendar year. 

2. This fee shall be payable at the drawing of lanes, in addition to the 
provisions contained in Section VII of these race rules. If an entry is 
pennitted by the Race Committee after the drawing of lanes, this fee 
shall be accepted at that time. Once accepted, this fee shall not be 
refunded. 

3. This fee shall apply to whoever paddles in the race scheduled, either 
the listed paddler or alternate, in accordance with the names submitted 
in the list of entries, tendered by each club for each regatta. 

4. No entrance fee for Molokai-Oahu race. 

IV. REGISTRATION 

A. Registration Cards: Each member club shall file in duplicate, with the 
HCRA Race Conunittee Chainnan, a signed registration 

card for each of its paddlers. Any paddler not so registered prior to the 
drawing of lanes for any race, will be ineligible to participate in that 
race. These registration cards will become a pennanent part of the records 
of the Association. Registration cards will be furnished by the HCRA. 

B. Registration Date: For purposes of eligibility, all paddlers shall be 
listed as having registered as of January 1st, regardless 

of the date of their registration. 

C. Birth Certificates: All paddlers participating in age limit races shall 
submit a certification of birth from the Health 

Department, Bureau of Vital Statistics, or a baptismal certificate, or an 
affidavit from his or her school principal. 

D. Club Rosters: Paddler rosters from member clubs shall be submitted to the 
HCRA secretary, in duplicate, signed by the club's presiding 

officer. j'_This list shall be forwarded at least 30 days prior to the first 
sanctioned race of the year. Thereafter, names of new paddlers shall be 
submitted immediately, in duplicate form. 

E. Transfers and Releases: Paddlers ineligibility - Paddlers registered with 
one club are ineligible to paddle for another club, 

unless and until approval of transfer and release, is granted by the Race 
Connnittee of HCRA, after compliance with the procedure set forth herein. 
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Transfer of Paddlers: A paddler may be transferred only once during the 

racing season, beginning with the month of January 
to December, inclusive. A paddler who is registered with one club and has 
paddled in any sanctioned race for that club shall not be eligible for a 
transfer and release during the racing season. 

Submission of Transfer and Release: Al l transfers and releases must be .. ---- - submitted in writing in duplicate to 
the Race Committee, upon the official form adopted by the Board of Directors 
of HCRA. The forms must be signed by the individual paddler, and the club 
official recorded with HCRA as the official legally authorized to sign and 
grant said transfer and release. Apranting of transfer and releases or the 
withholding of same, shall be the sole prerogative of the member club. All 
transfer and release must be submitted to the Race Committee no later than 
fifteen (15) days prior to the holding of a sanctioned race of the season, 
provided they have not paddled in· a sanctioned race during the season. 

Review of Transfer and Release by Race Committee: The Race Committee 
upon receiving a 

transfer and release form, shall first note the date of receipt thereon, 
and expeditiously process said form. 

Paddler in Debt Financially and Withholding Property: No paddler, shall 
be eligible for 

transfer and release, if he is in deb t financially to and/or withholding 
Jflfe4' ~property of a member club/ /~ NA1t) t..1(1/!. _ •• -

V. EQUIPMENT 

A. CANOE SPECIFICATIONS 

1. The hull of the canoe shall be hollowed out of a solid koa log. 
The canoe shall weigh not less than 400 pounds. For the purpose of 
weight determination the word "canoe" shall not include ama, iakos, 
and tying cord, but shall include hull and permanent fixtures such 
as manu, gunwales, wae, seats, ribs, patches, fiberglass, and lead 
weights required to bring the total canoe weight to at least 400 pounds. 
Lead weights shall be permanently affixed by means of metal screws to 
the canoe at such location, or locations, to allow for ease of inspec­
tion by the race officials at any time during the course of a regatta. 

2. Arna and iako shall be fashioned from only the following types of 
Hawaiian woods: wiliwili, hau, milo, ohia, and koa. No attachable 
fins, keels or other devices shall be allowed. 

3. No covering on the top of the canoe to prevent swamping shall be 
permitted, except in inter-island races. 

-4-



• 
B. PADDLE SPECIFICATIONS 

*" 1. Woods used in paddles shall be limited to the following: Koa, 
spruce, fir, pine, cedar, mahagony, hau and milo. IThe blade-of - the. 
paddle shall be limited to 1£. inches in length and 13~ inches in 
width w:i..th the exception of- the steering paddle in surf course races 
which shall be unlimited in blade width and lengtr;J Extr~ paddles 
may be carried in each canoe · during a race. 

C. MIStlI..i.ANEOUS 

1. Canoes, paddles, etc., not meeting the specifications shall not be 
used in HCRA races and the ruling of the Race Committee on this 
matter shall be final. The Race Committee may call for the weighing 
of canoes at their discretion, 

2. Any crew using non-standard equi pment during a race shall be 
disqualified. 

3. The Rae~ Committee may conduct i nspection of equipment at any time. 

VI . OFFICIALS 

A. RACE COMMITTEE OFFICIALS 

B. 

1. This committee shall consist of five (5) members and three (3) 
alternates, to serve for the racing season. 

2. The race committee chairman and not less than 4 officials, shall 
have transporta tion provided by the HCRA to any championship regatta 
held on a neighboring island, when HCRA finances permit, Selection 
of these officials shall be at the discretion of the Race Committ~e 
and approved by. the Board of Directors. 

3. It shall be the duty of this committee to[officiatiJa~ all canoe 
races scheduled by the association for the season, wherein member 
clubs participate and shall insure that such races are duly cond'ucted 
in accoi.:dance with the Racing Rules and the By- laws of the HCRA 
and sh?ll~i:ender a decision as soon as possible. - It shall conduct 
t ~W{tig of lanes i n .all _scheduled . regatt.~s an,d ~ct 

uired. 

The d eels to 
.. 

oi ni:ed by .,the -Race Committee to 



a. Not less than two (2) inspectors. 
b. Five ~ judges, or more, at the finish line to determine the 

first four places. 
c. Four (4) timers. 
d. One (1) starter. 
e. One (1) clerk of course and not less than one (1) assistant. 
f. One (1) announcer. 
g. One (1) recorder and one (1) assistant. 

C. OFFICIAL UNIFORM 

1. The race conunittee shall designate the attire to be worn by all 
officials in order to distinguish them from others. 

VII. RECEIPT OF ENTRIES AND DRAWING OF LANES 

A. DATE 

The race conunittee shall designate the place and set the time and date 
for the receipt of entries and drawing of lanes, {;hich shall be not 
later than seven (7) days prior to a regatta] A club which is unable 
to attend the drawing at the time and date set may submit its entries 
together with the required entry fees to the race committee at an 
earlier date. 

B. ENTRIES 

1. An original entry list for a crew shall include the names of at 
least six (6) and no more than twelve (12) eligible paddlers. 
The names on an entry list shall at all times correspond with the 
names on the club roster, which shall be kept current, particularly 
as to married names of women paddlers. 

2. Each club shall be limited to one (1) entry per event. 

3. Each entry must be accompanied by the prescribed entry fee unless 
pre-payment has been made with the race committee or the treasurer. 
If a club has a credit balance with the treasurer to cover the entry 
fee for any race, the race committee shall be so notified by the 
treasurer prior to lane drawing. 

4. There shall be no post entries or substitutions of names on entry 
lists after the drawing of lanes. 

5. The final entry list shall be submitted on the date of the regatta 
prior to each race upon the call of the race officials. This entry 
list shall contain only six (6) names, and these names shall have 
appeared on the original entry list. The persons who actually paddle 
the race shall be those whose names appear on the final entry list. 
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C . LANE DRAWING 

1. The drawing of lanes shall take place after the receipt of entries 
for all events. 

2. Only clubs who have made proper entry and paid .the entry fee shall 
be permitted to draw lanes for any particular race. The race 
committee chairman shall appoint a person to draw lanes for any club 
properly entered but unable to be represented at the drawing. 

3. The lanes to be used shall be consecutive and commence with lane 1. 

4. 

J11rtrf ~s; 

The total number of lanes shall equal the number of entries. Lane 1 
shall be shoreward lane (for courses parallel to shore) and the left 
hand lane looking seaward (for courses running generally perpendicular 
to shore). 

The selection of lanes shall be by the various clubs in the order 
as determined by drawing of lots. Clubs whose lanes are selected 
by an appointee of the race committee chairman shall abide by the 
lane selection made by said appointee. 

VIII. FLAT COURSE RULES 

A. COURSE: 

The official HCRA race course shall be 1/2 mile in length and shall be 
laid out in equal lanes, preferably 80 but not less than 60 feet wide. 
Each lane shall be designated by three flags of the same color, -tNo-

--e·we lanes to have the same celered flags}, one at each end of the 
1nretf' .-- course and one at the center.~ Flags for the designation of lanes shall 

remain the same color for all regattas. All races shall start and 
finish in the center of the course where practical, except for the 
1/4 mile races which shall start and finish as designated by the 
Race Committee. 

B. STARTING: 

All starts shall be in accordance with the instructions from the starter. 

1. SIGNALING: 

In the event that a crew is not prepared to start, the steersman 
must signal to the starter by raising and waving his paddle prior 
to the start of the race. 
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2. RECALL: 

A start shall be recalled in the following manner: The starter shall 
(a) fire two or more rounds and (b) cause a special recall flag to be 
raised on the judges' stand or committee boat, whichever may be more 
appropriate at the time. Canoes unable to hear the recall shall be 
stopped as soon as possible by the committee boat. A start shall be 
recalled for: (a) an unfair start, in which case the recall must be 
instigated by the starter himself and not by a canoe crew; (b) swamping 
or capsizing of a canoe within the first ten (10) seconds after the 
signal for the start; and (c) breakage of equipment within the first ten 
(10) seconds after the signal for the start. Breakage of equipment 
must be signaled within the ten (10) second period by raising and waving 
a paddle by any crew member. It shall be the duty of the inspector 
to check all recalls for breakage and report his findings to the Race 
Chairman before a race shall be re-started. Any crew causing an 
illegal recall shall be automatically disqualified. The ten (10) 
second period shall be as determined by the starter, who shall count 
to ten (10) audibly over the loud speaker or bullhorn, as the case 
may be. 

3. Under adverse conditions, at the discretion of the Race Committee, 
the disqualifications rule on touching flags may be waived for the 
start only. 

4. Failure to follow the starter's instructions such as deliberately 
paddling contrary to the starter's instructions or crossing the 
starting line before the starting signal may be classified as a 
false start. Two (2) false starts disqualifies a crew. 

C. STALLING: 

The starter shall not hold up the start for a canoe deliberately lagging 
behind the starter's camnand to get on the starting line. A lagging 
canoe shall have no right of protest on the grounds of an unfair start 
in the event the race is started, however a lagging canoe shall not be 
deprived of a recall for swamping, capsizing or equipment breakage. 

D. LANES: 

All canoes must remain in their own lanes while passing the lane flags, 
which shall be to the left of the canoe. Canoes shall keep in their 
respective lanes as closely as possible throughout the race and in no 
way interfere with other participating canoes. Touching of any flag 
during a race will constitute di~qualification except as indicated in 
Rule VIII, B-3. 
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E. TURNS 

All turns shall be left turns around assigned lane flags and shall be 
negotiated without any part of the canoe touching the flag or float and 
any canoe so doing will be disqualified. 

F . SWAMPING: 

A canoe that swamps during a race may be bailed out by its crew and 
proceed in the race. -Outside assistance will disqualify a crew. All 
canoes must finish with a full crew of six (6) members. 

IX. SURF COURSE RULES: WHEN SANCTIONED RACES ARE HELD IN THE SURF·, THE FOLLOWING 
RULES SHALL APPLY IN ADDITION TO THE FOREGOING: 

A. COURSE: 

The course shall be laid out to suit existing conditions and to take 
advantage of surf. The length of the races shall be the same as for 
the flat course. 

B. STEERSMEN: 

[ When surf conditions are such as to possibly endanger the canoes, the Race 
Connnittee, upon the approval of the majority of the participating coaches, 
may suspend the classification rules as applied to steersmen only ~n 
order that each club may fully utilize the most experienced steersmen:J ,.!~¥-;r­
Such suspension of this rule shall in no way affect the steersman's 
classification. 

C. STARTING: 

D. 

E. 

When races are started from the beach, all crew members shall be seated 
with the exception of the steersman, who shall hold the canoe in position 
and at the starting signal shall be permitted to push the canoe from the 
beach before climbing aboard. Other previously given starting rules 
shall apply. (Rule VIII-B) 

SURFING: 

Surfing on 
the normal 
pick up or 

PASSING: 

waves shall be permitted but no canoe may be allowed to block 
course or in any way interfere with another in an attempt to 
surf on a wave. 

In races that do not require the canoes to maintain their respective 
lanes, a canoe that is attempting to pass another shall keep clear at all 
times and in no way interfere with the canoe it is attempting to pass, 
nor shall the canoe in the lead attempt to prevent another from passing. 

-9-



• 
F. ROUNDING MARKS: 

In races that do not require canoes to maintain their respective lanes 
and a single marker flag and float is to be rounded, the following rule 
applies: If an overlap occurs when two canoes are approaching a marker 
to be rounded, the outer canoe shall give way to allow the canoe closest 
to the marker to round the marker. TIJ.e leading canoe is under no obligation 
to give way before an overlap is established, and in case of doubt, it will 
be presumed that the overlap was not established in proper time. 

G. OVERLAP: 

An overlap is defined as a condition existing when no open water can be 
seen between the stern of one canoe and the bow of another, when viewed 
at right angles to their course. 

X. MOLOKAI RACE RULES 

(See separate sheet attached) 

XI . OPEN RACE RULE 

A. Any race other than HCRA officially sanctioned races shall be determined 
as an open race. 

1. All invitations must be submitted to the Board for approval. 

2 . . Paddlers participating in these races must comply with HCRA rules. 

3. Proposed racing course and site shall be approved by the Board. Race 
Committee shall inspect the course and submit its findings to the Board. 

4. Approval for the division or distribution of awards shall be determined 
by the Board. 

5. Cash prizes shall be forwarded by form of check payable to winning 
clubs only. 

XII . PROTESTS 

A. All protests or complaints of rule violations shall be made to the Race 
Committee upon the finish of that particular race. Protests shall be 
submitted by a coach or his representative on official forms provided by 

-/ the HCRA. Coaches of crews involved in a protest shall be notified 
immediately, and the regatta shall be temporarily suspended. While the 
Race Committee is hearing and apprising itself of the facts surrounding the 
protest, only the coaches, HCRA club delegate, qfficials involved and/or 
others that may be designated by the Race Committee Chainnan, shall be 

t present: After the hearing has been completed ,.[the Race Committee shall 
exclude all persons and immediately deliberate and render its decision. 
As soon as the decision has been announced, the regatta shall be resumed. 
Protests which have been acted upon shall become a part of the HCRA's 
permanent record. 
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B. All decisions as determined by the Race Committee on protests shall be 
final. 

XIII. PENALTIES 

A. Any violation of the foregoing paragraphs may result in the disqualifica­
tion of the crew involved, at the discretion of the Race Committee. 

APPROVED: May 13, 1968 
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